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Abstract 
This study aims to provide an analysis of the Bachelor programmes, other than the full-time ones, offered by the 
Romanian universities. The following aspects have been taken into consideration: the number of admission places, 
the distribution of these places by field of education and the availability of e-learning facilities. Research method: 
By investigating the websites of the universities, we wanted to determine the existence, at the beginning of the 
academic year 2012-2013, of the e-learning platforms or online portals available for students attending distance or 
part-time programmes. Results and conclusions: The study has revealed that not all universities are paying enough 
attention to the implementation of e-learning solutions for distance or part-time programmes. Some improvement is 
still needed in the distance learning offer, especially by diversifying the study programmes in order to be suited to 
the fields of activity required on the labour market.  
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1. Introduction 
The use of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) during recent years has led to important changes 
in the educational process. It consists in the applying of some modern teaching and training methods, along with 
assessment. At the same time, these new technologies have improved the communication and the exchange of 
information among the ones who learn, as well as their social integration. 
The interaction between the process of teaching / learning and ICT is most commonly known as e-learning. In 
brief, the concept of e-learning can denote the online delivery of the educational content (AISR, 2006). E-learning 
also means distance learning, open learning or online learning. This is the sense given the concept in our paper; thus, 
e-learning does not imply the physical presence of student in school, but instead involves educational resources 
delivered through the ICT. 
Universities, by their specificity, must put up with the new challenges and must consider modern and efficient 
educational offers, according to the requests made by today's generations of students (Fazelian, 2011). Achieving 
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the above-mentioned desire presupposes implementing of e-learning platforms. This option may be expensive if it is 
meant as a special, custom application (Ruth et al., 2007). However, nowadays, there can be adopted modern 
solutions that do not imply large investments, relying mainly on cloud technology (Ercan, 2010) and open-source 
software (Lakhan & Jhunjhunwala, 2008). Through this kind of platforms, the learning resources can be safely 
transmitted; besides, the assessment of students and the communication between the persons involved in the 
educational process can be facilitated. Yet, the success of implementing e-learning solutions in universities depends 
on the way in which the sides involved in the educational system collaborate and assume responsibilities (Wagner et 
al., 2008). 
Studies conducted in recent years have shown an increasing demand for distance learning programmes, these 
programmes being those that primarily use e-learning solutions. In countries adopting the Bologna system, as it was 
noticed, the percentage of students preferring the part-time education has increased during 2000-2009, on average, 
from 17.6% to 25.3% of all students (EACEA, 2012). The average age of those who choose part-time learning is 
between 30-34 years. Young people under 30 years generally prefer full-time learning. Part-time learning is 
designed so as to address to anyone, especially to those unable to move or having either a job or other kinds of 
problems and, this way do not attend a full time program. A UNESCO report shows that distance learning ensures 
access for everyone to education and eliminates social inequalities (Altbach et al., 2009). Moreover, school taxes - 
another aspect not to be ignored - are lower for the part-time learning. 
 
 The advantages of distance learning have been lately treated and promoted (Bates, 2001; Roman, 2010),  as they 
address to several categories of potential students, not only to the young high school graduates, and because the e-
learning allows savings in terms of university costs (i.e. salaries and utilities mainly). This last aspect is very 
important in current context, in which education is underfinanced worldwide and education institutions are seeking 
for funding resources in order to get through these difficult times. 
2. Research problem 
Taking into consideration the advantages that distance learning offers, we wanted to analyze the situation in the 
Romanian universities in order to find out the areas and the extent to which they provide distance learning facilities. 
In specialized literature we identified a previous study (Lacurezeanu et al., 2011), conducted in 2010, that 
analyses the strategy of Romanian universities regarding the implementation of e-learning system, as well as the 
existence of educational platforms on the websites of these educational institutions. Our concern in this study was 
the implementation of e-learning solutions in higher education, and we focused specifically on part-time learning 
and on the corresponding areas of specialization. 
In Romania, besides the full-time learning, students can attend programmes of study like distance learning (DL) 
or part-time learning (PTL), hereinafter non-full-time (non-FT) programmes. Both of these forms require a series of 
meetings between students and teachers. While, for DL the number of face-to-face meetings is reduced (usually, two 
tutorials per semester for each discipline), for PTL all the applied activities (i.e. laboratories, seminars) are 
conducted in universities, in the presence of the teachers. Thus, PTL combines distance learning with traditional 
learning. 
3. Research methodology 
Data collection was based on investigations of websites belonging to all the accredited Romanian universities and 
was conducted during October, at the beginning of 2012-2013 academic year. Also, the legal framework concerning 
the programmes of study approved by Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sports (MERYS) was consulted, 
in order to observe whether it is implemented in these universities. 
By means of our study we wanted to investigate the extent to which the universities from Romania offer their 
students e-learning platforms and online courses for Bachelor non-FT programmes. We also wanted to find out the 
number of students who are allowed admission to this kind of programmes. Since the websites of universities were 
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not offering complete information concerning the admission in current and previous academic years (number of 
places, number of applicants, etc.) we chose to analyze the places approved by MERYS. Prior to 2011, MERYS had 
only approved the number of places financed from the state budget. So, having no comparable data for the past 
years, we restricted our analysis to the last two academic years, 2011-2012 and 2012-2013. 
It is worth noticing that the number of high school graduates has declined in the past two years. One of the 
reasons is the downward trend of birth in Romania after 1990, a trend that many countries face (Lee et al., 2010). 
Another reason is the low rate of graduation from baccalaureate, because of the insufficient training of students in 
recent years (RAQAHE, 2010). According to statistics of MERYS, in 2011 and in 2012 the percentage of high 
school graduation was below 40%, compared with 2010 when exceeded 60%. 
According to official data (Government Decision no.966/2011), the number of accredited universities operating 
in Romania in 2011 was 91, of which 35 private universities. In 2012, the situation is similar, with a total number of 
92, of which 37 private universities (Government Decision no.707/2012). The faculties of these universities offer 
Bachelor programmes of whose national classification is build on main field, and within those on branches of 
science and ultimately on Bachelor field. Main field are: Mathematics and Natural Sciences, Engineering Sciences, 
Biological and biomedical Sciences, Social Sciences and Humanities and art Sciences. 
For the present study there were not taken into consideration the Bachelor programmes from that universities 
with military or theological profile. 
4. Results and discussion 
The data used by us, reflecting the present policy regarding the Romanian university education, led to the next 
results: 
4.1. The maximum number of admission places for non-FT programmes 
The total number of admission places allotted to Bachelor studies in 2011 was 215,417, of which 33,465 (15.5%) 
places for non-FT programmes. In 2012, the total number of admission places was 212,022, of which 29,555 
(13.9%) places for non-FT programmes. 
The share of places for non-FT programmes in the public and private universities is shown in Table 1. 
 




  Public universities   Private universities Total places 
  Places % of total  Places % of total  
2011-2012  19,565 58.5  13,900 41.5 33,465 
2012-2013  19,480 65.9   10,075 34.1 29,555 
 
The weight of places for non-FT programmes offered by the state (public) universities increase in 2012 compared 
to 2011, as the data in the table above shows. 
4.2. The existence of online courses for the students enrolled in  non-FT programmes 
Only 48 of the 79 universities analyzed have non-FT programmes and 13 (i.e. 27.1%) of these 48 universities do 
not offer e-learning facilities. 
Access to online resources is, in most cases, password-based. We found only 2 universities providing online 
courses without a password. Most of the 23 universities that have implemented e-learning platforms opted for 
Moodle (69.6%). 
It is noticeable the lack of possibilities for distance education in important field, such as: Biological and 
Biomedical Sciences, Engineering Sciences and Exact Sciences (mathematics, physics, and chemistry). 
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4.3. The study fields corresponding to the programmes that offer online courses and the maximum number of 
enrolled students 
The 35 universities with distance or part-time study programmes offering e-learning facilities could have 
received a maximum of 25,643 students in 2012. Anyway, the number of places decreased if compared to the 
previous academic year, when it was 29,098. 
Allocation of admission places, in 2011/2012 and 2012/2013 academic year respectively, according to the fields 
is as follows: Mathematics and natural sciences (1,020/940), Engineering (2,355/2,345), Biological and biomedical 
sciences (110/110), Social sciences (22,695/19,165), Humanities and arts (1,250/1,100). 
A more detailed allocation of admission places, according to the science branches, in keeping with the national 
methodology, is presented in the following (similarly as above, is specified in brackets the number of places in the 
academic year 2011/2012 and 2012/2013): Economics (14,155/12,405), Legal sciences (3,795/2,570), 
Administrative sciences (1,610/1,210), Psychology and behavioural sciences (1,460/1,460), Engineering for vegetal 
and animal resources (1,195/1,045), Mechanical engineering, mechatronics, industrial engineering and 
management (795/805), Political sciences (650/525), Philology (640/500), Communication sciences (625/575), 
Earth and atmospheric sciences (540/510), Mathematics (480/430), Sociology (400/420), History (330/345), 
Electrical engineering, electronics and telecommunications (175/100), Arts (155/155), Biology (110/110), 
Philosophy (100/100), Transport engineering (100/200), Geological engineering, mine, oil and gas (60/135), 
Engineering of systems, computers and information technology (30/60) and Cultural studies (25/0). 
More of the places were allocated to Economics, Legal sciences and Administrative sciences. These are the very 
areas concerned by the private universities due to higher number of potential students. However, a decrease in the 
number of places for these branches of science can be observed. 
5. Conclusions 
The nature of online teaching is rapidly changing so that we are no longer able to talk of a simple distribution of 
educational content. The new web-based technologies are offering a large range of possibilities to adapt the 
educational system to the new generation. Therefore, the teaching and evaluation methods have to take into account 
students’ preferences regarding study and communication. 
Our study has shown that not all of Romanian universities that have distance or part-time learning implemented 
e-learning solutions that ensure online educational materials for students. Furthermore, it cannot be noticed a 
concern for increasing the number of places for these forms of education, even if they address to a much broader 
segment of population and could bring significant revenue to higher education institutions. 
Although it can be observed a decrease in the number of places of legal, business and administrative sciences, the 
difference from other specializations is still significant. The universities must also pay attention to other 
specializations, according to the requirements on the labour market. 
Our approach has been focussed only on Bachelor education, all the more so as the advantage of such a research 
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